ANTHONY   EDEN
project. When Simon broadcast to the nation explaining its
terms he spoke with an obvious and unwonted nervousness.
Was it to be a separate treaty, or part of a more general
settlement? That was the question round which the intrigues
centred. Flandin for once was sufficiently indiscreet to
separate it from more ambitious designs. The Germans were
for once acute enough to take him at his word. It seemed
that at last there would be no legitimate excuse to
postpone constructive action for Peace but Great Britain,
France and Germany by means of three detentes succeeded
in restoring the atmosphere of crisis before war.
In March the British Government published the first of the
staggering White Papers on Defence.   The Press informed
the public that it was our contribution to Peace.   In fact,
without any accompanying assurance as to policy, it was a
portentous addition to the residue of European fear and
suspicion. As a result of the Laval talks, it had been arranged
that Simon and Eden should go to Berlin to explain and to
explore the possibilities of the Air Pact. Hitler was interested,
perhaps there was a chance to convert his interest into some
positive  contribution.    The  riming  of   the  White Paper
amounted almost to a theatrical sense of dramatic irony. As
far as the Simon and Eden visit was concerned, Hitler's re-
action was immediate and natural.   He contracted a sore
throat. France, of course, sensed danger in all this. Feeling
in Paris was mixed over the visit of the British ministers to
Berlin. Officially the French Government could only rejoice
at this attempt to amplify what was essentially a Franco-
British proposal; unofficially it was jealous and apprehensive
lest Simon and Hitler should find friendship at France's ex-
pense.
France accordingly chose this moment to produce the
second of the great detentes. The decision was taken, after
anxious debate and ample excuse, to lengthen French army
service to two years, a year before schedule. The technical
reason was that France was entering upon the lean years.
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